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ABSTRACT

Agricultural extension institutions serve as communication hubs that facilitate the exchange of
information between farmers, the government, and institutional partners of farmer groups.
Farmers must receive clear and practical information from extension institutions. This study
aims to ascertain the role and function of extension institutions in promoting agricultural
development in the plantation sector in Bogor. Additionally, it intends to identify extension
workers' challenges and evaluate their contribution to agricultural development. The study
employed a qualitative approach, utilizing data-gathering methods like observation and
interviews. The participants included farmers, farming instructors, and members of the
extension sector from the Bogor Agricultural Institute. The research findings elucidate the
significance and function of plantation agricultural extension institutions in rural
development, encompassing services, communication centers, and institutional development
centers. The potential of partnerships and the role of extension institutions, including program
planning and preparation, information provision and dissemination, human resource
development, administrative structuring, and evaluation activities, have yet to be fully utilized.
There is a demand for more agricultural teachers specializing in plantation crops and
improved training opportunities for these instructors. Additionally, there should be a clear
policy to facilitate the transition of plantation instructors to become instructors for food crops.
Agricultural (plantation) development contributes to economic growth, community welfare,
and enhanced plantation output outcomes. There is an expectation that the decrease in
production output of various commodities, such as cloves, rubber, cocoa, and coffee, can be
enhanced by augmenting the knowledge and expertise of farmers and their families while
transforming their traditional farming practices into more modern ones.

Keywords: Development Agriculture, Plantation partnership, development patterns,
Agricultural extension.

INTRODUCTION

Agricultural extension institutes function as intermediaries that promote the
dissemination of knowledge among farmers (Kristina et al., 2022; Mahmood, 2022; Tang,
2022), the government, and institutional collaborators of farmer groups (Fauza et al., 2022).
Transparency and efficiency are crucial in transmitting information between farmers and
extension institutes. Agricultural extension is an educational system implemented outside the
regular curriculum to improve farmers' abilities, including their knowledge, attitudes, and
skills. They are expected to run their agricultural business units independently and efficiently
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to achieve a more esteemed and prosperous lifestyle (Kurnia, 2022; Yan, 2022). Extension
institutions facilitate government assistance for targeted resource development by fostering
collaboration between extension agents and the government in overseeing agricultural
resources through rural development programs.

Agricultural development is the concrete expression of the direction specified in the
1945 Constitution (Latipun et al., 2022). Pancasila aims to efficiently and continuously
harness ample natural resources, human resources, capital, and science and technology for
sustainable production (Khushbu, 2022; Ouyang, 2022), specifically in agriculture and
primary industries. The agricultural sector in Repelita VI remains pivotal, serving as the
primary means of subsistence and income for farming communities, a significant contributor
to food production, a supplier of raw materials for industrial processing, a provider of
employment opportunities and business ventures that generate income, a source of foreign
exchange earnings (Muh et al.,, 2022), a producer of merchandise goods, and a crucial
component in environmental conservation. Agricultural growth involves cultivating food
crops, managing fisheries, raising animals, and cultivating horticultural plants.

Empirical research shows that development projects increasingly need help efficiently
reaching many small-scale farmers. Farmers with limited land often receive incentives from
the government due to the prevailing economic conditions, infrastructure, and government
policies, which benefit them economically and socially. In addition to their limited control
over agricultural land and unfavorable agricultural currency rates, the absence of supportive
measures for farmers worsens their destitution. Agricultural extension workers are vital in
promoting agricultural progress by stimulating change and actively interacting with farmers
(Darmayanti, Baiduri, et al., 2022). The extension agent is crucial in empowering farmers to
develop self-reliance in managing their agricultural activities. An institution can facilitate this.

Institutions refer to the comprehensive frameworks of beliefs, organizations, and
activities about essential aspects of human life, including familial connections, governance,
religious rituals, and the procurement of basic needs such as clothing, health, and shelter
(Khoiriyah et al., 2022). An institution is created to meet various human needs and fulfill a
specific role. In addition, institutions can be defined as the convergence of social activity
patterns that arise from a societal perspective to meet human and organizational patterns
utilized to implement these activities (Roucek and Warren, 1984).

The Law on Agricultural, Fisheries, and Forestry Extension Systems specifies the task
in Article 11, paragraph 1, Letter C, emphasizing the importance of establishing institutions
and community forums to support key stakeholders and business actors (Arif et al., 2022).
These platforms aim to foster the growth of enterprises and enable them to provide valuable
input to local governments. Article 13, paragraph 1, letter e, further underscores the
significance of "establishing and facilitating institutions and activity forums for key
stakeholders and economic agents." Furthermore, as stipulated by Law No. 16 of 2006,
extension institutions are defined as government and community institutions that provide
extension services. Extension institutes consist of government counseling institutions, private
counseling institutions, and self-sustaining institutional counseling. In her study, Fauziah
(2010) recognized natural resources, human resources, technology, and institutions as the four
fundamental factors that propel advancements in agricultural growth. These four components
are essential prerequisites for attaining the desired level of growth performance. If any of these
characteristics are present or match the criteria, it will guarantee the achievement of two stated
performances (Syaifuddin et al., 2022). | have a keen interest in agricultural cultivation.
Superb. The commodities comprise cloves, rubber, pepper, coffee, and chocolate.
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A comprehensive investigation has been carried out on the role and purpose of
agricultural extension institutes, specifically in different locations across Indonesia. However,
this research differentiates itself from the plantations used for future growth. The plantations in
the Bogor area are seeing tremendous expansion, rendering them excellent assets for
agricultural development. Various commodities, such as cloves, coffee, rubber, and cocoa,
necessitate specialized handling. These commodities are particularly significant in the
Bulikumba district and are expected to maintain farmers' economic stability. Plantation crops
such as cloves, coffee, rubber, and cocoa should be utilized to foster agricultural growth in
Dramaga District, Bogor Regency. Therefore, the government has mandated agricultural
extension organizations to guarantee that rural extension specialists achieve their role and
operate efficiently. An extension agency's primary function is to facilitate agriculture's
development and progress, explicitly emphasizing plantations in a designated area. Another
difference exists in the approach utilized, and the year this research was carried out. The
primary objective of this research was to improve students' understanding by employing direct
observation in the Plantation Partnership Development Patterns course offered in the
Vocational class. This course was intentionally created to integrate traditional in-person
training and other instructional methods. Training workshops and practical activities centered
primarily on executing plantation development projects. Therefore, this study aims to
determine the role and function of extension institutions in the agricultural development of
plantations in Bogor. Furthermore, it seeks to identify extension workers' obstacles and assess
their impact on agricultural development.

METHOD
Qualitative methods were chosen in this research, resulting in a framework of

thinking, as in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Kerangka berpikir penyuluhan pertanian

Figure 1 depicts the conceptual framework employed in this study, whereby LBPP
serves as the acronym for the Agricultural Extension Institute. The execution of LBPP is
broken into two parts: FLBPP and PLBPP. FLBPP refers to the function of agricultural
extension institutions, while PLBPP refers to the role of agricultural extension institutions.
The FLBPP encompasses five functions: Planning and Preparation Programme, Provision and
Information Dissemination, Development HR, Administrative Arrangement, and Evaluation.
Additionally, PLBPP contains four distinct roles: Service, Communication Centre,
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Institutional Development Centre, and Partnership Development Centre. The FLBPP and
PLBPP initiatives in Bogor promote economic growth, enhance community welfare, and
increase agricultural production in plantations. According to this cognitive framework, the
approach employed in this study is illustrated in Figure 2.

Observasi

‘ Simpulkan Wawancara

‘ Analisis Review

Figure 2. Alur Metode Plantation Partnership
Development

Figure 2 illustrates the procedural flow utilized in this work, as (Laila et al., 2022)
outlined. This study is classified as a qualitative descriptive inquiry carried out through
observations and interviews with farmers, agricultural instructors, and the extension sector at the
Bogor Agricultural Institute. The research methodology utilized in this study is qualitative, as
indicated by the data. Qualitative research seeks to understand the experiences reported by
research participants through descriptive language and specialized scientific methods within a
natural environment (Karina et al., 2022; Yulianeta, 2022; Zakaria & Yulianeta, 2018). This
study employs an illustrative methodology. Descriptive research offers a comprehensive analysis
of available data to present a thorough understanding of prospective solutions to current
challenges. The study utilizes a descriptive qualitative method to collect data on the role and
function of agricultural extension organizations in promoting agricultural development in Jalan
Raya Dramaga Village, Dramaga District, Bogor Regency, West Java Province. Furthermore,
the present condition and difficulties faced in this parental engagement endeavor can be shown
using a qualitative methodology. The focus of this research is located in Bogor Regency. A
burgeoning area of interest is the agricultural sector, specifically the plantation industry.
Nevertheless, it is crucial to prioritize assistance for the progress of plantation agriculture,
namely in cultivating cotton and rubber. Therefore, prioritizing allocating attention to extension
institutions is essential. Thus, scholars employed this region as a topic of investigation. The
study project will last for a duration of two months, precisely from November to December
2023. A research object can be a social research scenario that seeks to comprehend the incidents
and phenomena. This research tool enables researchers to watch the behaviors of individuals
(actors) in certain regions (Liu, 2018). This study investigates the role and function of
agricultural extension institutions, particularly plantations, in fostering rural development in
Dramaga District, Bogor Regency, situated in the West Java Province.

Areas of inquiry or examination: Research subjects refer to the data sources sought to
meet the research problem. In research, a data source refers to the particular subject or entity
from which the data was obtained or received (Afifah et al., 2022). To gather precise data,
selecting informants with the necessary expertise and meeting the specified data collection
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criteria (purposive sampling) is crucial. The informants in this study comprise extension
institutes from pertinent agencies, such as the Food Crops, Horticulture, and Plantation
Department, which served as the primary data source. Academic pursuit: The aim is to
comprehend the role and function of an extension agency in advancing agriculture, particularly
in the setting of plantations in the area.

This researcher uses a data collection methodology within the matter domain (Sugianto
et al., 2022). The first phase involves careful observation. The term "observation used" refers to
the particular approach utilized in the observation method, as delineated by Marsalis. This
method entails deliberately and cognitively immersing oneself with complete focus to become
conscious of a specific targeted sensation. It additionally entails a purposeful and systematic
examination of societal circumstances, occurrences, and psychological indications using
observation and documentation. The second approach involves performing a street interview to
engage with data sources through verbal communication, either directly or indirectly, employing
the interview methodology outlined by Lexy J Moleong. The interaction occurred between the
interviewer, who asked the questions, and the interviewee, who supplied the responses. The
acquired data from observations and interviews were subsequently analyzed using the approach
described (Sah et al., 2022). This study investigated the influence of agricultural development on
economic growth, public welfare, and farmers' productivity.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The data obtained is collected and then arranged in order of need based on specific
characteristics (Darmayanti, Sugianto, et al., 2022), which include the respondent's age,
gender, and level of education that has been completed, which can be seen in Table 1.

Table 1. Respondent Data
Respondent

No . Information Amount Percentage
Identity
30 — 35 years old) Four people
36 — 40 (years) Six people
1 Age 41 — 50 (years) Three people
More than 50 years 1 Person
Total 14 Person
Man — man 7 Person %
2 Gender Woman Four people
Total 11 people
Secondary school Three people
Educational Level One (S1) Seven person
level Level Two (S2) Three person

Total 13 People

Primary sources

Table 1 Mathematically, age will not influence the data obtained (Rahmah et al.,
2022). still, naturally, age will affect thinking and performance, both logical and analytical
ways of thinking about a problem. To see an overview of the age of respondents at the Food
Crops, Horticulture and Plantation Service, Dramaga District, Bogor Regency. The diversity
of respondents based on age, gender and level of education can be shown in Table 1. Role
Institution Counseling Agriculture Plantation in Dramaga District, Bogor Regency, Farmers
are the main actors in agricultural activities and part of Indonesian society whose welfare and
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intelligence must be improved (Vedianty et al.,, 2022). One of the efforts to increase
intelligence is carried out through extension activities. With the presence of extension workers,
it is hoped that farmers can absorb and accept all developing agricultural information. The
more information farmers use, the more influential the extension will be. The subjects of rural
development are farmers, farming communities, and farming groups in particular. As one of
the components of the agribusiness system, the role of extension workers dramatically
determines the success of extension services (Ban, 1999: 267).

The extension is a non-formal or an education system outside system schooling,
Which is normal, Where a person shows ways of achieving something satisfactorily. In
contrast, the person continues to do it himself, so he learns by doing it himself (Kartasapoetra,
1987 Erwadi, 2012: 8). The agricultural sector, especially plantations, plays a vital role in
agricultural development in Indonesia. Therefore, all elements directly involved, such as
extension workers, must fully contribute to agricultural development. The role of agricultural
extension institutions that need to be considered to maintain the stability of agricultural
production can be seen in Table 2.

Table 2. PLBPP in maintaining agricultural stability

No Role Information

1 Service Role institution counseling as a service to public farmers,
especially in agriculture in the plantation sector in Dramaga
District, Bogor Regency, is not maximally carried out by
instructors in agriculture, so sometimes some plantation
farmers need better service technology, information, And
communication. Farmers are too complex for new and
independent innovations, supported by knowledge of caring
for land and commaodities and managing the products and the
production results, especially in coffee, cocoa, and rubber
plants. The role of agricultural instructors in terms of services
in the plantation sector is necessarily maximized. (Interview
on the 27th Dec). Matter This is the opinion put forward by
(Dahliani et al., 2022) that quality service with goods is the
wrong one to decide the success of the development of
agriculture. Service quality is determined by five dimensions,
namely profit, consistency, responsiveness, assurance and

empathy.
2 Communication Agricultural extension institutions have a role as a
Center communication center that connects communication between

farmers and the government, farmers, and farmer group
institutional partners so that the source of information
obtained by farmers must be clear and compelling between
farmers and extension institutions. Agricultural instructors
need to build communication with farmers effectively (Nurlina
& Dahliani, 2022). So that farmers carrying out farming
activities no longer coordinate with agricultural extension
institutions or extension workers assigned to each sub-district
and village. The extension workers who have been given
sometimes need to perform their role better in providing
_information, understanding, and carrying out extension or
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3

4

Center for
Institutional
Development

Partnership
Development
Center

outreach activities to the extension workers. Dramaga District
and Bogor Regency extension institutions still need to be more
effective in the plantation sector. Therefore, farmers in the
plantation sector carrying out their farming activities no longer
need extension workers. Communication between instructors
and farmers is ineffective because the number or quantity of
instructors in the plantation sector is increasingly minimal due
to the shift in role or function (Dahliani & Qur’ani, 2021;
Saleh et al., 2021). So instructors have difficulty dealing with
problems That happen to farmers. (Interview result with on
Dec 28).

Communication aims to achieve a mutual understanding
between two or more communication participants regarding a
message (in this case, a new idea) through specific
communication channels (Dahliani, 2020). In innovation
communication, the communication process between (e.g.,
instructors and farmers) means that the instructor conveys
innovation or that the target has received the message about
the innovation brought by the instructor. However,
communication often (should) only stop if the target (farmer)
has given the response the instructor wants, namely by
rejecting or accepting the innovation. Communication has a
vital role in achieving social change as desired, whether using
a particular type of communication that communicates
innovations. (Rogers and Shoemaker 1987).

The extension institution as a center for institutional
development is adequate for developing farmer groups'
institutions so that they continuously train in developing skills
and abilities to grow their farming business (Dahliani, 2019).
As a center for institutional development, extension workers
should be more productive in developing farmer institutions to
increase the quantity and quality of sound products. Extension
institutions also control organizational financing and other
technical matters related to farmer institutions. Role institution
instructor agriculture as a center for development institutions
do not walk with God by What expected farmers For
development institutional and the sustainability of farmer
groups in the plantation sector (Dahliani & Elban, 2019).
Sometimes, farmer groups are only positioned as a tool to
carry out government activities and interests in a sense if
there are certain activities only (interview on November 6)

The role of extension institutions as centers for developing
partnerships is certainly very strategic in forging alliances
between farmer groups and related parties that are mutually
beneficial to safeguard commodities and production results.
However, this role could have worked better (Dahliani &
Maharani, 2018). Therefore, farmers entered into partnerships
without going through agricultural extension institutions.
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More agricultural instructors focus on food crops and
horticultural commodities, so instructors give agriculture in
the plantation sector little attention, and there is still a need for
knowledge and access to information and communication. Of
course, this must be a particular concern for the government
and the Department of Food Crops, horticulture and
Plantations, Dramaga District, Bogor Regency, to pay more
attention to the roles of extension institutions so that they
work by their role as central institutions for developing
institutional partnerships in the plantation sector, especially
paying attention to human resources (Dahliani & Saputra,
2018). And the number of extension workers themselves. The
human resource factor and the transfer of the function of
extension workers from plantations to food crops and
horticultural instructors have had a systemic impact on the
roles of agricultural extension institutions in the plantation
sector. (interview results on September 21).

From Table 2 and the results of the description of the role of agricultural instructors
above, it is clear that the policy of transitioning the role of instructors from plantation
instructors to food crop and horticultural instructors has resulted in the performance of
instructors in the plantation sector not being optimal. Maurice Duverger (2010: 103) believes
that the term role is chosen well because it states that every person is an actor in the society in
which he lives. Also, he is an actor who has to play several roles, like a professional actor. In
choosing a partnership pattern in the plantation sector, of course, it must remain in line with
plantation development policies related to employment opportunities, supply of industrial raw
materials, increasing productivity, and increasing income. It is also necessary to pay attention
to farmers' weaknesses, including technology, capital, market access, product processing,
human resources, institutions and productivity (R. F. N. Fitriana et al., 2022; Yuniwati, 2022)

Next is related to Function Institution Counseling Agriculture plantation in Dramaga
District, Bogor Regency. Extension institutions' functions are planning and preparing
programs, providing and disseminating information, developing human resources, and
administering administration and evaluation functions (N. Fitriana et al., 2021b; Rokhmawati
et al., 2022). Extension workers should carry out the function of this extension institution by
carrying out training or outreach and guidance as well as extension programs. Give
information and training regarding human resource development for farmer groups and
farmers. Conduct performance evaluations for the sustainability of farmer activities.

The activities of extension workers in carrying out their functions as planning and
preparing programs, developing human resources, structuring administration and as an
evaluation function only occur in a few sub-districts, and only a few commodities, such as
cocoa and coffee; not all extension workers assist farmers. The factor that causes this to
happen is the minimal number of extension workers in the plantation sector. Sometimes,
extension workers find it challenging to reach farmers in remote villages, especially
mountainous areas (interview on December 6). The function is details that task kind or tightly
relationship One The same other For done by an employee certain ones each based on group
activity kind according to its nature or implementation (N. Fitriana et al., 2021a; Muddarisna
etal., 2021; Nurul et al., 2021).
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The number of plantation instructors until 2022 is 11, and new workers have yet to be
added or recruited. Apart from the decreasing number of instructors in the plantation sector,
there is also a lack of understanding and minimal training received by instructors to increase
their scientific capacity, which is being upgraded all the time (Afdah & Yuniwati, 2020; N.
Fitriana et al., 2020; 1. K. Prasetyo et al., 2020). Extension agents are responsible for all farmer
activities in managing agricultural land up to the result. However, instructors face various
constraints, such as access to information, communication, and facilities, which sometimes
make it difficult for plantation instructors to provide extension activities to plantation farmers.
Extension activities will support progress and agricultural development, particularly in
Dramaga District, Bogor Regency (interview on December 16).

The Implementing Agency for Agricultural, Fisheries, and Forestry Extension (BP4K)
is tasked with preparing and implementing regional agricultural, fisheries, and forestry
extension policies. Implement This task by BP4K is also accompanied by the implementation
of the function: Formulation of policy technical in the field counseling agriculture (Masruroh
et al., 2020), fishery And forestry (Muddarisna et al., 2020); Giving support on maintenance
of Government Regions in the field advising agriculture (Nurkanti, 2010; Purwanto &
Nurkanti, 2021), fishing and forestry; Coaching And implementation task in the field
counseling agriculture, fisheries And forestry; Implementation task other Which given by
Regent in accordance task and its function (Department of Agriculture, 2010).

In recent years, provincial and district government policies have focused more on
agricultural development in the food crop and horticulture sectors. That is why rural
instructors in the plantation sector are now being transferred to food crop instructors And
horticulture. There also needed to be more play function from the para instructor (Father
Sudirman, Head of the Extension Agency Section). As for task instructor agriculture,
according to the Ministry of Agriculture Republic, Indonesia follows: the Extension
Officer is the initiator, Who always gives thoughts/ideas; Extension agents are
facilitators, who always provide solutions/facilities and are good at
counseling/teaching and learning processes; as well as internal facilities advance his
farming business. In terms of extension, extension workers facilitate business partnerships,
access to markets, capital and so on. As motivators and instructors, Extension Officers always
let farmers know they want to be capable (Cahyani et al., 2022; Ristumesi & Nurkanti, 2021).
Third, the Extension Officer, as a liaison, four liaisons with researchers, in this case, extension
workers, always bring innovations from research results to advance farming businesses. The
five extension workers are teachers and mentors to farmers, who always teach and train
farmers as adults. Sixth, Extension agents are organizers and dynamists who always grow and
develop farmer groups as teaching and learning classes, vehicles for cooperation, and
production units. Seventh, the instructor, as an analyst, must analyze problems and causes in
farming. Farming families can analyze farmers' needs, which becomes input in creating
agricultural extension programs. Eighth, as an agent of change, the instructor must always be
able to influence his targets to change himself toward progress. In this case, the instructor acts
as a catalyst, a solution, a process helper, and a resource linker.

The extension aims to bring about changes in farmers (Rawanoko et al., 2023), which
include the level of knowledge (Erdianti et al., 2021), skills (Sungkawati et al., 2022), abilities
(Nyanyi et al., 2022), attitudes and motivation of farmers towards farming activities
(Wulansari et al., 2022). Through outreach activities carried out (Saputra et al., 2022).
Extension agents as facilitators and at the same time as motivators for farmers must be
equipped with knowledge, know-how, skills, the introduction of new technology and
innovation in providing information to farmers to change farmer behavior so that they are
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willing to apply the information provided and conveyed by extension workers agriculture as a
facilitator (Amrulloh et al., 2021; A. Prasetyo et al., 2021; Sari et al., 2021).

Based on the results of interviews and observations done with informants, it is known
that the implementation of extension activities by extension workers to plantation farmers in
terms of caring for and maintaining plantation production is minimal. Agricultural
Development (Plantation) and Obstacles Experienced by Extension Officers in Dramaga
District, Bogor Regency. Agricultural development, which is the embodiment of the mandate
of the 1945 Constitution (UUD) and as an implementation of Pancasila, is all efforts to utilize
natural resource wealth sustainably and sustainably, human resources, capital, and science and
technology (IPTEK) to produce agricultural production. And primary industrial raw materials.
As for indicator development agriculture in Dramaga District, Bogor Regency Growth
economy: Economic growth in Dramaga District, Bogor Regency in 2022-2023 will
experience Bogor Regency; starting in 2021, the economic growth conditions in Bogor
Regency are pretty astonishing, from -1.77%, it has shot up to 3.55%. Able to get through the
COVID-19 pandemic, Bogor Regency's economic growth accelerated sharply. The COVID-19
pandemic has devastated all sectors worldwide, including Bogor Regency. However,
economic growth in Bogor Regency showed a significant increase after the Covid-19
pandemic hit. Judging from the macro indicators of Bogor Regency's development since the
Covid-19 pandemic, based on data from the Bogor Regency Central Statistics Agency (BPS),
starting in 2021, the economic growth conditions of Bogor Regency are pretty astonishing,
from -1.77%, it has shot up to 3.55% (Erdianti et al., 2021; Kadarisman et al., 2021; Lovianda
etal., 2021).

It even will increase rapidly in 2022 to 5.20%. Other indicators, such as the
unemployment rate, also fell drastically; in 2020, it was 14.29%; in 2021, it failed to 12.22%j;
in 2022, it fell again to 10.64%. In terms of purchasing power, the people of Bogor Regency
continue to experience an increase, which in 2020 was only IDR 10,317,000 per year per
person. In 2021, it will increase to IDR 10,410,000 per person, and in 2022, it will be IDR
10,860,000 per person. As a result of the improvement in Bogor Regency's macro indicators,
the poverty rate has automatically fallen significantly; reflected in 2020, the poverty rate was
at 7.69%, which had increased due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. Since 2021, poverty
in Bogor Regency has declined from 8.13% in 2021; in 2022, it will decrease to 7.73%, below
West Java Province. Even in 2022, Bogor Regency will be in 11th place out of 27
cities/regencies in West Java. In 2021, the provincial poverty rate is 8.40%, while in Bogor
Regency, it is 8.13%. In 2022, the West Java poverty rate was 8.06%, and in Bogor Regency,
it is at 7.73% (the number of poor people in Bogor Regency decreased by 16,500 people)
(Alves, 2011; Baum, 2020; Sungkawati et al., 2021).

This is inseparable from various efforts made by the Bogor Regency Government,
from increasing the economic growth rate and reducing unemployment to reducing poverty.
Well-being Society: The Welfare of the Public, specifically society farmers in sector
plantation, can be measured by increasing the production of plantation agricultural products.
Therefore, to maintain product stability in plantation agriculture in the future, it is necessary
to improve the role and function of institution counseling, especially source Power human
instructor agriculture (interview on the date 16 December ). Because agricultural development
cannot be separated from the performance and participation of extension workers who can
contribute theoretically and technically to farmers in the field, farmers work under the
direction and guidance of extension workers as facilitators. So that the community can be
independent in terms of maintaining and managing production results. Increasing plantation
production depends on intensive maintenance patterns, especially commodities such as cocoa
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and coffee, which must be taken more seriously (de Campos, 2010; Matias, 2009; Mercante,
2008). The cocoa commaodity has experienced deep problems. Maintenance could be
more optimal, resulting in considerable losses in 2022 (interview on 2 August 2019).

Plantation commodities such as cocoa, cloves, rubber, and coffee are currently being
developed in Dramaga District and Bogor Regency and are becoming leading commodities.
However, some of these leading commaodities have experienced a decline in both land area and
production itself, so the government or, in this case, the relevant agencies must pay more
attention to these commodities. Agricultural instructors must pay more attention to farmers in
the plantation sector to ensure continuity and increase agrarian development. Because some
are clove and rubber farmers, The land is planted with coconuts, so the land is getting
narrower, affecting plant productivity. (interview on August 4). The contribution of
agricultural extension institutions is needed by farmers so that they can help farmers manage
their farming business until they are independent. We know plantation crops are annual, so
sufficient knowledge is required to look after them. (interview results on Dec 6).

Agricultural development must be distinct from the role of extension institutions and
farmer group institutions, which always work together to carry out innovations to meet the
needs of farmers in carrying out their farming business. So, there should be no gap between
agricultural extension institutions and farmer groups, especially in the plantation sector, to pay
special attention to sustaining development agriculture in Dramaga District, Bogor Regency.
No equal role And function institution counseling agriculture can influence farming results,
especially in the plantation sector. Many plantation instructors have had their functions
transferred to food crop and horticultural instructors, so the quantity of plantation instructors is
increasingly minimal, and this is the main problem for plantation instructors: they need to be
optimally carrying out their roles and functions as plantation agricultural instructors. (Results
of interviews on the date 6 Nov). The classic agrarian development literature by Arthur
Mosher, entitled "Getting Agriculture Moving," explains rural development's elemental and
facilitating conditions. The basic requirements for agricultural development include (1) the
existence of a market for results farming, (2) technology that is constantly developed, (3) the
availability of ingredients and tools production in a local way, (3) the existence of
stimulant production for the farmer, and (5) availability of smooth and continuous
transportation.

CONCLUSION

The role of extension agency plantation agriculture in the district is running
optimally. OK, that is, the role of service, communication center, institutional
development center, and partnership development center. The main factor that causes
the institutional role of agricultural instructors to not be optimal is that many
plantation instructors are transferred to food crops and horticultural instructors. On the
other hand, there needs to be more knowledge and access to information obtained by
agricultural instructors in the plantation sector. The function of agrarian extension
institutions in the plantation sector is not functioning correctly, so sometimes farmers
or farmer groups have difficulties developing human resources to manage their
farming businesses. The functions of agricultural extension institutions include
planning and preparing programs, providing and disseminating information, creating
human resources, administering administration and evaluating functions. Agricultural
development is determined by maximizing the role and function of agricultural
extension institutions (Plantations), especially in the plantation commodity sector, in
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this case, the commodities of cloves, cocoa, rubber, and coffee, which are recognized
as one of the leading commodities in Dramaga District, Bogor Regency. From the
many observations made with residents and also the BPP (Agricultural Extension
Agency) regarding the many concerns of farmers who complain about the high price
of fertilizer, it can be concluded that the main problem in empowering farmers is a
lack of understanding regarding the formation of farmer groups which can make it
easier for farmers to supply fertilizer, as well as to farmer groups that have been
formed for re-socialization. The Farmer Empowerment program through Agricultural
Extension was concluded with quite positive results so that problems regarding the
empowerment of farmer groups in Laspada hamlet could be minimized. Building
awareness to manage the sustainability of farmer group empowerment is good for us in
this service and the local community.
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